
What are the consequences of 
a “YES” vote? 
A YES vote allows the GSD to continue on the path it 
started down five years ago, making strategic 
reductions to its budget in a thoughtful manner and 
working hard to build programming that supports 
every students as our school grows along with the 
community.   

The impact on taxation will be minimal, as the 
district already has an opt out in place.  This new 
opt out will simply replace the one that expires at the 
end of 2021.  The district would continue to work at 
decreasing the amount of the opt out until our student 
numbers increase to the point where it becomes 
unnecessary.   

What are the consequences if 
the opt out is not supported?  
In 2016, when the community passed the first opt out, 
the GSDF was in a financial crisis.  If the community 
had not supported the opt out, the district would have 
needed to make significant reductions in programming 
to ensure financial stability.  

The district’s financial condition in 2021 is 
significantly better.  The GSD is in a stable financial 
position.  If the community does not extend this opt 
out, the result will likely be that the district will spend 
down the General Fund balance to the point where it 
will be in the same financial position as it was in 2016, 
a crisis point where it would need to reduce 
programming for the students.  This reduction in 
programming would likely lead to a cycle of declining 
enrollment, decreasing revenue and program 
reduction.   

Will this opt out add on to the 
first one? 
No!  The original $500,000 opt out passed in 2016 
expires in 2021.  This new, $350,000 maximum opt 
out would begin in 2022 and will allow the school to 
maintain financial stability for the next five years. 

How much in taxes are we 
talking about?   
Levies for different property types *(based on 2020 
valuations in the district and $350,000 maximum opt 
out) would be:  

Ag - 0.55/$1,000;  
OO - 1.251/$1,000 and  
Business / Utility/Other - 2.589/$1,000.   

This translates into taxes of about $1.16 per year, per 
acre of ag land ($0.136 per month, per acre); taxes of 
$314.72 annually ($26.22 per month) for a home 
valued at $250,000, and for businesses, taxes of 
$258.90 annually ($21.57 per month) for every 
$100,000 in value,. 
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How does the GSD compare 
with other districts? 
Every year, the SD Department of Education (DOE) does 
significant financial analysis of the schools in the state.  
The DOE creates an “Efficiency Comparison” of the 149 
school districts.  While the GSD is 50th in size, it is the 
30th “most efficient” in the state.  When comparing the 
GSD’s administrative costs with other districts of similar 
size, the district ranks well there, too.  Of the 10 next 
larger and 10 next smaller districts, Garretson stacks up 
well.  Of those 21 schools, Garretson ranks 6 most 
efficient out of those 21schools in administrative costs, 
meaning that the GSD spends less on administration than 
15 of the 21 schools closest to it in size! 

Voting “YES” on May 11 will 
allow the school to maintain 
financial stability and allow 
the school to move forward 
on a well-planned path.

Where and when 
do I vote? 

Election will take place on 
May 11.  Voting will be at 
the American Legion in 
Garretson.  Polls will be 
open from 7AM to 7PM. 

What about Absentee 
ballots? 

Absentee ballots can be 
obtained through the office 
of Business Manager Jacob 
Schweitzer.  Please call 
605.594.3451 to request an 
absentee ballot.

Is the Garretson 
School’s need for an opt 
out unique? 

No!  In 2020, 44.3% of 
schools in the state have 
needed opt out funds in order 
to function effectively.  
Schools across the state, both 
small and large have required 
opt out funds.  

How much debt does the 
district have? 

From FY 19 to FY20, the 
District’s debt decreased by 
31%!  The 2002 bonds were 
completely paid off (and tax 
levy removed) one year early.  
The district still has $1.25M in 
CO certificates, but they will be 
paid off by 2030.

Can you trust the school? 
Five years ago, the Garretson School District made a 
promise to the community.  The district told the 
community it would only take as much money in the opt 
out as necessary to maintain programming and improve 
the financial condition of the district. The promise was to 
decrease the opt out amount if the need decreased.  The 
first three years, the budget demanded that the district take 
the full opt out amount of $500,000, but in the last two 
years, the district reduced the amount requested to 
$350,000.  The GSD kept its word.  The board intends to 
continue to honor that commitment through the lifetime of 
this opt out extension.  If the district doesn’t need it, the 
district won’t request it in the budget process.  


